African and Middle Eastern Humanities
Student Discussion I 
The autobiography of Olaudah Equiano is significant because it documents the history of the slave narrative. It tells you about the transatlantic slave trade. The book first appeared in 1789. His autobiography ultimately helped abolish slavery. The book depicted slavery and its horrors which helped Parliament make their decision. In his book he explains how he was born in Nigeria and sold into slavery as a child. As I was researching about this book I became fascinated with his story. Its really interesting how he battled all those hardships and came out strong by beating slavery and helping abolish it. In the beginning of the book there is a petition for parliament to get rid of slavery. At the end of the book he put an anti-slavery letter to finish it off. The book became a best seller and was also translated into other languages. 
Student Response I 
[bookmark: _GoBack]I completely agree with you that this autobiography played an important role in the abolishment of slave trade through vividly depicting predicaments slaves passed through and necessitating parliament to abolish slavery.  The autobiography depicts two aspects of resilience and self-respect. That through focus, hard work and perseverance one can accomplish his desires regardless the hardships and challenges one faces at any given time; and that one has no self-respect without liberty, in fact liberty is not freely granted, one must work for it, if not fighting for it. One only earns respect when he has liberty and is free.

Student Discussion II
The most compelling Central African poem in my opinion is "A Child Is". This poem has a very interesting approach about explaining what children meant to the Yoruba. The author says Basically, a child is something that has infinite value where as money is just superficial. You could have all the money in the world, but if there's no one to share it with like a child, then life will be dreadful and lonely. I really like when the author talks about slavery because not only does this line have literal meaning, but another meaning I received from this line is once a child is in slavery, they're not a child anymore, they're a product like money or wealth. The author uses repetition in this poem and says " One's child is one's child." This is very intriguing because the author is explaining that you can't really relate to this poem unless you know what it's like to have a child you love. The child you raise will always have a greater significance than the child you see across the street.
Student Response II
Your explanation of the phrase "You cannot buy a child on the market. Not for all the money in the world. The child you can buy for money is a slave" about the infinite value of a child in the Central African poem “A Child Is” is the most interesting and complex one. It goes beyond looking at the face value of a child and incorporates the meaning and value of life. In essence it assesses, first, the paramount observation that life cannot be quantified in any way and paid for; and secondly, the emotional connection of parent and child runs deep and is inseparable. Author’s repetition of the phrase "One's child is one's child" symbolizes the inseparability of the parent from child and vice-versa on one hand; and how a child cannot be transferred – including for pay on the other. 
